
 
 
Erika Swyryn has been a Parker County Master Gardener since 2019, a Cross Timbers 
Master Naturalist since 2022, and a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas (NPSOT) 
since 2012. In 2022, she completed the Master Volunteer Advanced Entomology Training 
program through Texas A&M AgriLife. Erika holds a Bachelor of Science in Biology from the 
University of Texas at Arlington. She loves invertebrates, is a rescue-certified scuba diver, a 
cat foster, and an all-around science nerd. 
 
In her presentation, “Tarantulas: SO Awesome!”, you will learn about the general biology 
of tarantulas, including their diversity, habitat, predation, and defense strategies. Erika will 
also highlight species native to Texas and discuss the threats they face. 
 


